Early results of anatomic repair in a subgroup of corrected transposition.
The atrial switch operation with the Rastelli procedure is becoming popular for treatment of the subgroup of corrected transposition of the great arteries with ventricular septal defect and pulmonary obstruction. This technique eliminates the problem of short- and long-term right ventricular failure, and decreases the incidence of iatrogenic atrioventricular heart block. Between April 2001 and November 2002, this technique was used in 3 patients aged 5 to 7 years. Two had a Senning operation and one had a Mustard operation. There was no operative death. The first patient needed re-operation to close the sternum. The last patient was re-explored for bleeding. All patients were in New York Heart Association functional class I at their last follow-up. The atrial switch plus Rastelli procedure is feasible in this subgroup of corrected transposition, but longer follow-up is necessary to determine whether this approach is indeed warranted.